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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

No meaningful developmental activity can be undertaken without taking into account the
characteristics of the population for whom the activity is targeted. The size of the population
and its spatial distribution, growth and change over time, in addition to its socio-economic
characteristics are all important in development planning.

A population census is the most important source of data on the size, composition, growth
and distribution of a country’s population at the national and sub-national levels. Data from
the 2010 Population and Housing Census (PHC) will serve as reference for equitable
distribution of national resources and government services, including the allocation of
government funds among various regions, districts and other sub-national populations to
education, health and other social services.

The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) is delighted to provide data users, especially the
Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies, with district-level analytical reports based
on the 2010 PHC data to facilitate their planning and decision-making.

The District Analytical Report for the Komenda Edna Eguafo Abrem Municipal is one of the
216 district census reports aimed at making data available to planners and decision makers at
the district level. In addition to presenting the district profile, the report discusses the social
and economic dimensions of demographic variables and their implications for policy
formulation, planning and interventions. The conclusions and recommendations drawn from
the district report are expected to serve as a basis for improving the quality of life of
Ghanaians through evidence-based decision-making, monitoring and evaluation of
developmental goals and intervention programmes.

For ease of accessibility to the census data, the district report and other census reports
produced by the GSS will be disseminated widely in both print and electronic formats. The
report will also be posted on the GSS website: www.statsghana.gov.gh.

The GSS wishes to express its profound gratitude to the Government of Ghana for providing
the required resources for the conduct of the 2010 PHC. While appreciating the contribution
of our Development Partners (DPs) towards the successful implementation of the Census, we
wish to specifically acknowledge the Department for Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Development (DFATD) formerly the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
and the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA) for providing resources for
the preparation of all the 216 district reports. Our gratitude also goes to the Metropolitan,
Municipal and District Assemblies, the Ministry of Local Government, Consultant Guides,
Consultant Editors, Project Steering Committee members and their respective institutions for
their invaluable support during the report writing exercise. Finally, we wish to thank all the
report writers, including the GSS staff who contributed to the preparation of the reports, for
their dedication and diligence in ensuring the timely and successful completion of the district
census reports.

Dr. Philomena Nyarko
Government Statistician
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

The Municipal census report is the first of its kind since the first post-independence census was
conducted in 1960. The report provides basic information about the Municipality. It gives a
brief background of the Municipality, describing its physical features, political and
administrative structure, socio-cultural structure and economy. Using data from the 2010
Population and Housing Census (2010 PHC), the report discusses the population characteristics
of the Municipality, fertility, mortality, migration, marital status, literacy and education,
economic activity status, occupation, employment; Information Communication Technology
(ICT), disability, agricultural activities and housing conditions of the municipality. The key
findings of the analysis are as follows (references are to the relevant sections of the report):

Population size, structure and composition

The population of Komenda Edna Eguafo Abrem Municipal, according to the 2010 Population
and Housing Census, is 144,705 representing 6.6 percent of the region’s total population. Males
constitute 48.2 percent and females represent 51.8 percent. Sixty four percent of the population
is rural. The Municipal has a sex ratio of 92.8. The population of the district is youthful (40.2%
of the population below 15 years) depicting a broad base population pyramid which tapers off
with a small number of elderly persons (8.6%). The total age dependency ratio for the District is
86.8, the age dependency ratio for males is higher (88.9) than that of females (84.8).

Fertility, mortality and migration

The Total Fertility Rate for the Municipality is 3.6. The General Fertility Rate is 105.0 births
per 1000 women aged 15-49 years. The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) is 24.6 per 1000 population.
The crude death rate for the Municipality is 9.1 per 1000. The death rate for both males and
females are highest for age 70. Accident/violence/homicide/suicide accounted for 11.3 percent
of all deaths while other causes constitute 88.7 percent of deaths in the Municipality. Majority
of migrants (55.2 percent) living in the district were born in another region while 44.8 percent
were born elsewhere in the Central Region. For migrants born in another region, those born
outside Ghana constitute the highest of 16.7 percent followed by Western with 15.2 percent and
Eastern region 3.8 percent.

Household Size, composition and structure

The Municipality has a household population of 139,056 with a total number of 35,402
households. The average household size in the district is 3.9 persons per household. Children
constitute the largest proportion of the household structure accounting for 39.5 percent. Spouses
form about 9.7 percent. Nuclear households (head, spouse(s) and children) constitute 27.9
percent of the total number of households in the Municipal.

Marital status

About four in ten (41.0%) of the population aged 12 years and older are married, 39.0 percent
have never married, 4.0 percent are in consensual unions. Those who are widowed and those
who are divorced each constitute 7.0 percent and 2.0 percent are separated. Among the
married, 33.4 percent have no education. More than half of the married population (80.2%)
are employed, 3.5 percent are unemployed and 16.3 percent are economically not active. A



greater proportion of those who have never married (66.5%) are economically not active with
4.4 percent of being unemployed.

Nationality

The proportion of Ghanaians by birth in the Municipality is 96.0 percent. Those who have
naturalised constitute 0.5 percent and the non-Ghanaian population is 1.6 percent.

Literacy and education

Of the population 11 years and above, 63.7 percent are literate and 36.3 percent are non-
literate. The proportion of literate males is higher (82.4%) than that of females (66.2%). Six
out of ten people (63.7%) indicated they could speak and write both English and Ghanaian
languages. Of the population aged 3 years and above (132,664) in the Municipality, 22.6
percent has never attended school, 41.6 percent are currently attending and 35.8 percent have
attended in the past.

Economic Activity Status

About 67.6 percent of the population aged 15 years and older are economically active while
32.4 per cent are economically not active. Of the economically active population, 93.6
percent are employed while 6.4 percent are unemployed. For those who are economically not
active, a larger percentage of them are students (42.4%), 19.3% perform household duties and
5.9 percent are disabled or too sick to work. Five out of ten unemployed persons in the
Municipal are seeking work for the first time.

Occupation

Of the employed population, the highest proportion (42.2%) are engaged as skilled
agricultural, forestry and fishery workers. About 21 percent are engaged in service and sales;
18.0 percent in craft and related trades, 1.3 percent in technician and related associate
professionals, and 6.7 percent in managerial and professionals.

Employment status and sector

Of the population 15 years and older 63.8 percent are self-employed without employees, 9.0
percent are contributing family workers, 2.3 percent are casual workers and 0.5 percent are
domestic employees (house helps). Higher proportion of females are self-employed without
employees (72.3%) compared to 53.5 percent for males. The proportion of females who are
employees is however smaller (9.1%) than that of male employees (28.3%). The private
informal sector is the largest employer in the Municipality, employing 87.8 percent of the
population followed by the public sector with 6.9 percent.

Information and Communication Technology

Of the population 12 years and above, 39.4 percent have mobile phones. Men who own
mobile phones constitute 44.3 percent as compared to 39.4 percent of females. Only about
five percent of the population 12 years and older use internet facilities in the Municipality.
Only 4.9 percent of the total households in the Municipal have desktop/laptop computers.

Disability
About 6.3 percent of the total population of the Municipality has one form of disability or the

other. The proportion of the female population with disability is slightly higher (6.5%) than
males (6.3%). The types of disability in the Municipality include sight, hearing, speech,

X



physical, intellect, and emotion. Persons with sight disability recorded the highest of 51.6
percent followed by physical disability (29.2%). About 5.0 percent of the urban population of
the Municipality has disability compared to 7.0 percent of rural people. There are higher
proportions of females with sight, physical and emotional disabilities than males in rural
localities. The situation is almost similar in urban localities except that a slightly higher
proportion of males (13.5%) than females (13.0%) suffer emotional disability in urban
localities, contrary to what is observed in rural localities.

Agriculture

As 49.0 percent of households in the Municipality are engage in agriculture. In the rural
localities, six out of ten households (61.8%) are agricultural households while in the urban
localities, 27.5 percent of households are into agriculture. Most households in the
Municipality (90.3%) are involved in crop farming. Poultry (chicken) is the dominant animal
(51.3 percent of all animals) kept by of 37.9 percent of households in the Municipality.

Housing

The housing stock of KEEA Municipality is 25,290 representing 7.3 percent of the total
number of houses in the Central Region. The average number of persons per house is 5.5.

Type, tenancy arrangement and ownership of dwelling units

The highest proportion (45.9%) of all dwelling units in the Municipality are compound
houses; 37.2 percent are separate houses and 8.1 percent are semi-detached houses. More
than half (55.7%) of the dwelling units in the Municipality are owned by members of the
household; 16.9 percent are owned by private individuals; 21.8 percent are owned by a
relative who is not a member of the household and only 2.8 percent are owned by public or
government.

Material for construction of outer wall, floor and roof

The main construction material for outer walls of dwelling units in the Municipality is
cement/concrete accounting for 65.0 percent of outer walls of dwelling units and
mud/brick/earth constituting 27.1 percent. Cement (90.1%) and mud/earth (5.1%) are the two
main materials used in the construction of floors of dwelling units in the Municipality.
Slate/asbestos and metal sheets are the main roofing materials, constituting 56.8 percent and
32.0 percent of roofing materials of dwellings respectively.

Room occupancy

One sleeping room occupancy is the commonest among all households with sizes between
one and eight. About 92 percent of single member households occupy dwelling units with
one sleeping room. The highest proportions of households of any sizes below none member
households occupy dwelling units with one sleeping room than any number of sleeping
rooms. About 17.8 percent of households with 10 or more members occupy single rooms in
the Municipality.

Utilities and household facilities

The three main sources of lighting in dwelling units in the Municipality are electricity

(75.9%), kerosene lamp (18.0%) and flashlight (4.3%). The main sources of fuel for cooking

for most households in the Municipality are charcoal (49.2%) and wood (35.4%). The

proportion rural households which use charcoal as their main source of cooking fuel is 40.3,

compared to 64.1 percent of urban households in the Municipality. The four main sources of
Xi



water in the Municipality are public tap/standpipe, pipe-borne outside dwelling, pipe-borne
inside dwelling and bore-hole/pump/tube well.

The most common toilet facility used by 52.5 percent of households in the Municipality is
public toilet. WC, KVIP, Pit-latrine are also commonly used. About 18.3 percent of the
population in the Municipality has no toilet facility. About 26.0 percent of households in the
Municipality share separate bathrooms in the same house while 22.2 percent own bathrooms
for their exclusive use.

Waste disposal

The most widely used method of solid waste disposal is by public dump in the open space
accounting for 66.8 percent. About 2.7 of households dump their solid waste
indiscriminately. House to house waste collection accounts for 1.4 percent of households. For
liquid waste disposal, throwing waste onto the compound (39.6%) and onto the street (29.4%)
are the two most common methods used by households in the Municipality.
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CHAPTER ONE
DISTRICT PROFILE

1.1 Background

The Komenda Edina Eguafo Abrem (KEEA) Municipality is made of four traditional areas or
states, which have been put together to constitute a political district. The Komenda Edina
Eguafo Abirem District was carved out of the Cape Coast Municipal Council in 1988. The
Municipality has EImina as its municipal capital, which was the first point of contact with the
early Europeans to this country. This town therefore witnessed a lot western civilization and
influence as well as other economic activities over the centuries.

1.2 Physical features
1.2.1 Location and Size

The Komenda Edina Eguafo Abirem Municipality is bounded on the south by the Atlantic
Ocean (Gulf of Guinea), to the east by the Cape Coast Municipality, the north by the Twifo-
Hemang-Lower Denkyira district and the west by the Mpohor — Wassa East district in the
Western Region. The Municipality is perched between longitude 1° 20° West and 1° 40’
West and latitude 5° 05’ North and 15° North. The Municipality covers an area of
452.5square kilometers, given the municipality a population density of 319.8 persons per sg.
km.

1.2.2 Relief, Topography and Drainage

Along the coastal zone is a series of lagoons and wetlands, the largest of which include the
Benya, Brenu, Susu, Abrobi and Ankwanda Lagoons. These lagoons support a vibrant salt
industry. The slopes and hills are quite steep in the inland areas. In between the hills, are
valleys of various streams, which drain into the coastal lagoon and the Atlantic ocean.

1.2.3 Geology and Soils

Mainly the Birimian rock type consisting of schist and granites as well as pegmatite underlies
a large portion of the Municipality. On the slopes of the hills are sandy clay while the valleys
are gravely and sandy.

1.2.4 Climate

The coastal areas of the municipality form part of the irregular coastal zone of Ghana. It
experiences a lower level of rainfall in the region compared with the interior locations.
Temperatures are generally high. And so the variability in climate and vegetation is
influenced more by rainfall than temperature. With double maxima rainfal, annual rainfall
totals in coastal locations rages between 750mm and 1,000mm while in the hinterland, it
ranges between 1200mm and 1500mm.

1.2.5 Vegetation

The vegetation varies according to the rainfall patterns. In coastal areas the vegetation
consists of shrubs, grasses and scattered trees with secondary forest in the interior areas.



1.2.6 Demographic Characteristics

According to the 2010 Population and Housing Census, the Municipality has a population of
144,705 having increased from the 2000 figure of 112,435. The Municipality hosts about 6.6
percent of the Central Regions population.

Majority of the people in the Municipality reside in the rural areas as indicated by the 2010
Population and Housing Census results (about 70 % in rural areas). The situation was the
same in 2000, with 64 percent of the population in rural areas. From the 2010 Census there
are more females (51.8%) than males (48.2%) in the Municipality.

Elmina, the municipal capital ranks as the fourth municipality apparently due to its high level
of urbanization.

The Municipality has Elmina as its municipal capital, which was the locality of first point of
contact with the early Europeans to this country, when the Portuguese, under the leader ship
of Don d’iago de Azambuja in 1482 arrived in Elmina to meet Nana Kobina Ansah, the chief
of Elmina and his elders. This town has since then had lot of influence from the Europeans
and therefore witnessed a lot western civilization and other economic activities over the
centuries.

1.3 Political Administration

The Komenda-Edina-Eguafo-Abrem Municipality is divided into 6 zonal councils with 54
electoral areas as well as 11 sub-committees with 15 decentralised departments. A Municipal
Chief Executive appointed by the President of Ghana and accepted by the assembly members
by voting is the head of the Municipality. The Municipality is divided into four (4)
Traditional Areas (councils). Each traditional area has its own paramount chief. EImina is
simultaneously the headquarters of the KEEA and the capital of the Edina (or Elmina)
traditional area. The Edina State comprises the town of Elmina itself with 26 other villages
and hamlets.

1.4 Social and cultural structure

The KEEA Municipality has some unique cultural festivals, notable among them, Edina
Bronya and Bakatue. These festivals attract a large number of visitors from home and abroad,
including tourists from Europe and America.

1.4.1 Edinabronya

The Bakatue Festival celebrates the “opening” of Benya River or lagoon, and is thus closely
connected to the main economic activity of fishing. Edina Bronya is also called the EImina
Christmas

The Edina Bronya festival is connected to the annual New Year festivities, which the EImina
people celebrated together with the Dutch. This festival is also celebrated to commemorate
the founding of the EImina town. It is celebrated either on the last Tuesday of June or the first
Tuesday of July.



Figure 1.1: Map of Komenda/Edina/Eguafo/Abirem Municipality

DISTRICT MAP OF KOMENDPI(
EDINA/EGUAFO/ABIREM

TWIFO LOWER DENKYIRA

WASSA EAST

Abrem Besease
Abrem Agona CAPE COAST METRO

Emisaano

VINVHS

2 0o 2 Miles

LEGEND
S Aborobeano f Guin ea - District Capital
culf © L Towns

Road Network
District Boundary

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, GIS



1.4.2 Education

Education undoubtedly is one of the fundamental prerequisite tools towards socio-economic
development. The progress of any society hinges on the affordability, accessibility, quality
and capacity of the educational system. Education provides the capacities, tools and means
for future employment and local economic development. Certainly, education is considered
the foremost important tool in poverty reduction in KEEA. According to the 2010 Population
and Housing Census, out of the total school attendant population of 132,664, there were
30,030 of the population who have never attended school representing 22.6 percent whereas
55,203 are currently in school which represents 41.6 percent and 47,431 have attended school
in the past also representing 35.8 percent.

1.4.3 Literacy rate

According to the 2010 Population and Housing Census, literacy was defined as the ability to
read and write a simple sentence with understanding. The municipality recorded literate
population of 60,733 representing 70.1 percent whereas 25,870 who are not literate also
represents 29.9 percent.

1.5 Economy

1.5.1 Economic activities

The Municipality does not have any large industrial establishment. However, there are
several small-scale enterprises located throughout the Municipality, which offer employment
opportunities to many people. These include boat making, oil extraction, garages, services
such as tailoring and dressmaking, barbering and hairdressing. Salt making is also an
important industrial activity in the municipality. In addition, alcohol distillation, bricks and
tiles making and sawmills can be found in several location. The KEEA municipal assembly
can boast of fishing, farming, salt winning and the shipping industry as the main economic
development activities. Tourism can also be seen as a major potential booming sector;
however it cannot yet be counted as one of the main economic activities in terms of income.

The KEEA municipal Assembly with EImina as its capital being the first point of contact of
the country with the outside world and took the centre stage in trade in the olden days.
Though the municipality is no longer a centre of trade (import and export) as far as national
and international trade is concerned, it plays significant role in commerce and trade in the
areas of fish and salt.

Although the public sector is the main formal employer within the KEEA municipality,
construction, retailing small-scale manufacturing, agro-processing (food and fish) and service
activities are the major source of informal employment. Over 50% of the work force in the
urban areas get their employment outside the formal economy, while a large proportion
manage to find employment in both sectors at the same time.

1.5.2 Tourism

Elmina is a major tourist destination in Ghana. Elmina’s importance for Ghana and the world
are currently related to the two UNESCO World Heritage protected sites: the castle of St.
George d’Elmina and Fort Coenraadsburg on St. Jago Hill. These sites attract over 100,000
tourists annually (of whom 50,000 come from abroad). Apart from the Castle and fort, the
Municipality pride itself with some few Eco-tourism sites. The beaches around the coast of
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Elmina are beautiful and attractive. There has therefore been an increasing demand for land
around such areas for the booming hotel industry to boost tourism and recreation.

Tourism, which is a growing economic activity in Elmina, has great potential for
development and expansion. At the moment tourism is limited to the beaches and the castle
and fort mainly. Other 